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THE CALL OF GOD 
 

 Have you ever had anyone tell you that they feel 

like the Lord has called them to do something? The 

truth about God calling humans cannot be determined 

by emotions, feelings, or man-made traditions. The 

Bible, and the Bible alone, provides us with accurate 

information about the call of God. 

 Bible-believers accept the fact that God calls 

humans. “. . . walk worthy of God who calls you . . .” 

(1 Thessalonians 2:12). Again, it is written, “. . . 

proclaim the praises of Him who called you . . .” (1 

Peter 2:9). The Bible describes God’s calling as “a 

holy calling” (2 Timothy 1:9).  

 From what and to/into what does the God of 

heaven call us? The Bible affirms that He calls us: 

    Out of darkness and into His marvelous light (1 
Peter 2:9) 

    Into the fellowship of His Son (1 Corinthians 1:9) 

    To peace (1 Corinthians 7:15) 

    To liberty (Galatians 5:13)  

    Into His own kingdom and glory (1 Thessalonians 

2:12) 

    To holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7) 

A person who disregards the call of God misses out on 

the opportunity to have such blessings in his life. 

 How does God call people living today? We read 

in the Bible that in ancient times Jehovah directly 

called/communicated with humans. He called Noah to 

build an ark (Genesis 6:14), then called him to come 

into the ark, and later called him out of the ark. 

Abraham was called by God to leave his home and go 

to an unidentified place (Hebrews 11:8). While 

Barnabas and Saul were laboring with the church in 

Antioch, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 

them” (Acts 13:2). That was a direct communication 

and calling from the Godhead. 

 The Bible also informs us that God speaks to us 

through Jesus. “God . . . has in these last days spoken 

to us by His Son . . .” (Hebrews 1:1,2). Now that Jesus 

no longer lives in the flesh on the earth, how does God 

call people? 

 “Well, I believe the good Lord has the power to 

call folks in any way that He chooses.” We must not 

confuse two matters: (1) God’s power and (2) the 

plan/method which He uses. What does the Bible 

teach about how God calls humans living today? 

Whatever the correct answer is, it does not bypass or 

take away man’s freedom of choice. That is, God’s 

call is not irresistible. Someone may suggest that the 

call of God is mysterious and inexplicable. Another 

person may add that God calls a person by sending the 

Holy Spirit to open a person’s heart in a miraculous 

fashion. The problem with such sentiments is that they 

have no foundation in the Scriptures.  

 When we pull out our Bible and look at the 

message of 2 Thessalonians 2:14, what do we see? 

“To which He called you by our gospel, for the 

obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” How 

did Paul say that God had called them? By the gospel 

which Paul preached. That would be an indirect 

calling rather than a direct one. Jesus once said, “No 

one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 

draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. It is 

written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught 

by God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and 

learned from the Father comes to Me” (John 6:44,45). 

What did Jesus say about one who comes to Him? 

First of all, only those whom the Father draws can 

come to Jesus. Second, the one who comes to the 

Christ is one who has heard and learned from the 

Father. Thus, the way that God the Father draws/calls/ 

pulls a person to Jesus is via the word of God. The call 

of God is an appeal to a person’s mind. 

 How should you and I respond to God’s calling? 

In other words, how should we respond to the gospel? 

Jesus has all authority (Matthew 28:18), and in order 

to please God we must hear His Son (Matthew 17:5), 

When Moses gave instructions to the Israelites, He 

charged them to obey the voice of the Lord. How 

would they obey God’s voice? By observing/keeping 

His commandments (Deuteronomy 28:1,15). Thus, 

when one submits to the Lord’s instructions, He is 

submitting to His voice and submitting to Him. Have 

you accepted the call of the gospel to believe on Jesus 

as Lord and the Christ, then repent and be baptized for 

the remission of sins? (Acts 2:36-38). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF OBADIAH: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 It is unfortunate that the only thing which some 

people know about this book is that it contains only 

one chapter, making it the shortest book in the Old 

Testament. Like other prophets, Obadiah’s message 

was based on, “Thus says the Lord” (1:1,4,8,18). 

When God says something, it is important, regardless 

of how many times He says it or how many words He 

speaks to get His message across! 

 Historical setting: Obadiah, whose name means 

“servant of Jehovah,” does not spell out for us when 

he did his prophetic work. Because he does not 

mention any specific kings, we are unable to date his 

writing by appealing to the reign of any monarch.  

 The book looks back at a time of destruction for 

the children of Judah (1:12). Some Bible students 

suggest that this has reference to the destruction of 

Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians in B.C. 

586. Others think Obadiah points to an attack on 

Judah at a much earlier time during the reign of King 

Jehoram (848-844 B.C.; 2 Chronicles 21:8-10,16,17). 

In any case, Obadiah does not mention the destruction 

of the temple, does not note who the attackers of 

Judah were, and does not refer to any deportation of 
God’s people.  

 A brief overview: (1) Obadiah’s vision of Edom’s 

coming doom (1:1-9), (2) Edom’s sins – the reasons 

she deserved to be punished (1:10-16), and (3) 
deliverance in Mount Zion (1:17-21).  

 Some key thoughts:  

 (1) The coming doom of Edom – In the very first 

verse of the book we learn that this is going to be a 

message about Edom: “Thus says the Lord God 

concerning Edom . . .” (1:1). “Edom” was another 

name for Esau, Jacob’s brother (Genesis 36:1,8,9). 

Just as there had been problems between Esau and 

Jacob, so there often were feelings of hostility and 

conflict between Israel (Jacob’s offspring) and Edom 
(Esau’s offspring).  

 Obadiah portrays the Edomites as not being 

innocent before the Lord, and He would punish them 

for the evil which they had done. Edom learned the 

hard way that sin is a reproach to any people 

(Proverbs 14:34). Edom was a nation of pride and 

self-trust, boastfully asking, “Who will bring me down 

to the ground?” (1:3). In the next verse, we hear 

God’s thundering response: “I will.” Yes, Jehovah told 

the proud folks of Edom, “I will bring you down” 

(1:4). God told them, “The pride of your heart has 

deceived you” (1:3). Edom trusted in her geographic 

location, (1:3,4) and her human alliances (1:7), but 

neither of those could provide security for her against 

God’s mighty hand, in which she should have trusted. 

 A second fault of the Edomites was their 

mistreatment of God’s people (1:10-14). They did 

violence against their brother, Jacob (1:10). They 

rejoiced at the destruction of Judah (1:12), and acted 

without human decency toward the Israelites in the 
day of their affliction (1:13,14).  

 (2) Standing “on the other side,” as the Edomites 

did (1:11), is the same as standing with the enemy. It 

is not that the Edomites raised a hand to harm the 

descendants of Jacob when Jerusalem was captured 

and plundered. No, their fault lie in that they did not 

raise a hand to aid them. Edom did not instigate the 

crimes against God’s people, but she was guilty all the 

same. Obadiah’s charge against the Edomites was, 

“Even you were as on one of them” (1:11). What did 

our Master say? “He who is not with Me is against 

Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters 

abroad” (Matthew 12:30). There is no middle ground: 

we either stand with the Lord, or else we stand against 

Him. Some may not think of themselves as open 

opposers of the Lord and His Cause, but, in fact, if 
they are not on the His side, they are opposing Him. 

 (3) Nations reap as they sow – Obadiah declared, 

“For the day of the LORD upon all the nations is 

near” (1:15). In the Old Testament, the phrase “the 

day of the LORD” was a day of doom/destruction for 

the enemies of God, but a day of deliverance for His 

righteous servants. Someone said, “There is nothing 

so costly to governments as sin and unrighteousness.” 

The destiny of each nation lies in the hands of the 

Almighty! As individuals, families, congregations, 
and nations, we reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7). 

 Many nations today are sowing humanism, 

evolution, sexual immorality, and the constant pursuit 

of material riches. When they do so, what harvest can 
they expect other than corruption and destruction?! 

 (4) The availability of God’s deliverance – “But on 

Mount Zion there shall be deliverance” (1:17). 

Through Obadiah, the Lord foretold a time that His 

people would be blessed by deliverance (1:17), 

holiness (1:17), and saviors (1:21). According to God, 

each of these would be available in Mount Zion. 

“Zion” points to a stronghold and protected place of 

the Lord God. As a whole, the Bible points to spiritual 

safety with God, that is, spiritual deliverance by Him 

in spiritual Zion. We now enjoy spiritual security in 

the Christ (Romans 3:23-25), and the church is the 

spiritual house/kingdom/Zion over which Jesus reigns 
through His word (Luke 1:31-33; Ephesians 5:23,24). 

 Obadiah’s pointed message reminds all who read it 

that God holds each of us accountable for our actions. 

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



TO WHICH GOD ARE WE SACRIFICING OUR KIDS?

 The Bible tells us that King Ahaz of Judah 

“burned his children in the fire, according to the 

abominations of the nations whom the LORD had cast 

out before the children of Israel” (2 Chronicles 28:3). 

Later, Ahaz’s grandson, Manasseh, “caused his sons 

to pass through the fire” as well (2 Chronicles 33:6). 

Those apostate leaders of God’s people offered their 

children as human sacrifices to pagan deities. How 

sick! How sad for the innocent children, and how sad 

for the moral environment of the nation. 

 Surely all Christians look at the literal offering of 

literal kids in a literal fire as being repulsive. It is 

simply unthinkable that parents would do that with 

their kids, thinking that somehow such action would 

be helpful to someone. Yet, in modern times, in what 

some might deem to be more sophisticated manners, 

there are Christian parents who sacrifice their kids. 

They may not toss their kids into a literal fire or into 

the crocodile-infested waters of a river, yet, in a sense, 

they are turning their kids over to some type of “god.” 

This point is not hard to prove.  

 Some Christian parents offer their children to the 

“god” of secular education. We would never deny that 

receiving a solid secular education has the potential to 

be a great blessing for both males and females. But, 

that is a far cry from saying that secular education for 

their kids ought to be the number one desire for 

parents. It is a sad sight to observe that some Christian 

parents put so much emphasis on secular studies, 

paying large sums of money for their kids to receive 

special tutorial lessons and investing huge amounts of 

time to provide special learning opportunities for their 

kids so they can be “the best,” but at the same time 

they give little, if any, emphasis to those same kids 

learning God’s word, being at every Bible class of the 

local church, or joining in activities with other young 

folks from the congregation. Parents, the Lord expects 

us to seek first His Cause (Matthew 6:33), and our 

kids need to hear and see that in our decisions, 

including how we emphasize their secular education 

in comparison with how we value spiritual matters.  

 Other members of the church sacrifice their kids 

on the altar of enjoyment, including everything from 

participation in music and theatrical performances to 

sports and other recreational activities. If you suggest 

that kids participating in music, theatre, or sports has 

the potential to help them in life, you will not get any 

argument from me. What we do not want to develop, 

though, are scenarios in which we promote, either 

directly or indirectly, the mindset of being “lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4). 

When we allow or arrange for our kids to miss the 

services of the church in order to participate in fun 

stuff, then we are sending a message – a message that 

will stick with our kids and others for a long time. 

 We think of other parents who offer their kids to 

the “god” of money. In this case, it is the parents who 

are chasing after material riches and neglecting their 

kids in the process. Parents, make arrangements to 

spend time with your kids. Communicate with them. 

Invest time in them. Attend their special activities. 

Yes, they need you to provide the necessities of life 

for them, but they also need you in their lives. “The 

love of money” has caused many to be ensnared and 

drown in spiritual destruction (1 Timothy 6:9,10).   

 A number of years ago, I had a discussion with a 

police officer who was a brother to a friend of mine. I 

listened in horror and disgust as he told me about how 

common it was in that area for parents to sell their 

young daughters into prostitution. The parents would 

receive what they considered to be a large amount of 

money for this “sale.” That parents could be so 

unloving and so self-centered is unfathomable. Yet, 

some Christian parents who would consider such a 

choice to be wicked, basically cast aside their kids as 

they put their all into acquiring financial prowess.  

 Would it be unreasonable to propose that some 

parents sacrifice their kids to the “god” of worldly 

success? What I mean is, some parents make it a point 

to pound into the thinking of their children that 

“success” for them (the kids) is defined by 

accumulating material riches. Thus, per such parents’ 

mindset, what the kids need to do is put their greatest 

efforts into “getting ahead” in financial matters. What 

about their spiritual development? What about them 

coming to Jesus for rest? (Matthew 11:28). What 

about them setting their minds on things above 

(Colossians 3:1,2) as they strive to grow in grace and 

in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus? (2 Peter 3:18). 

Well, maybe later. Those things are secondary. At 

least they are in the mind of too many parents, and as 

a result their kids never become committed followers 

of the Christ. It is not difficult to understand why. 

 We agree that parents need to urge their kids to 

pursue success, but the success which we have in 

mind goes along with what Jehovah told His servant 

Joshua. God told him to meditate in and observe His 

law. With what promised result? “For then you will 

make your way prosperous, and then you will have 

good success” (Joshua 1:8). Successful people are 

those who will hear the Master say on His day of 

judgment, “Well done, good and faithful servant” 

(Matthew 25:21). Think on these things. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Acts 9:31 – THE CHURCHES OF GALILEE 

 When it comes to the contents of the ninth chapter 

of the book of Acts, my guess is that most Bible 

students associate two events with this section of 

Scripture: the conversion of Saul of Tarsus and the 

fact that Peter raised Tabitha from the dead. Those 

were monumental occasions, indeed. 

 We want to consider Acts 9:31, a verse which may 

get “lost in the shuffle” at times. There we read about 

what was going on among the congregations in three 

geographic regions:  

Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, 

and Samaria had peace and were edified. And 

walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. 

 If we date the conversion of Saul/Paul as about 

A.D. 35, then what is stated about the churches in 

Judea, Galilee, and Samaria transpired sometime in 

the mid-30’s of the first century. That was a few years 

after the beginning of the church in Jerusalem. 

 Let us focus specifically on the churches that were 

in Galilee at that time. In the first century, the land 

between the Mediterranean Sea and Jordan River was 

divided into three areas: Judea (south), Samaria 

(central), and Galilee (north).  In the last twenty-three 

books of the New Testament, which would be from 

Acts to Revelation, how many times do we read about 

the churches/Christians in the territory of Galilee? 

Only once – in Acts 9:31. I find that fascinating! Jesus 

grew up in Nazareth of Galilee, performed His first 

earthly miracle in Cana of Galilee, did many things 

during His public ministry in Capernaum of Galilee, 

and preached extensively in the villages throughout 

Galilee. Yet, in the Holy Spirit’s record of the 

activities of the church in the first century, there are a 

total of two sentences about the churches of Galilee.  

 That, of course, leaves us with several unknowns. 

How many local churches were there in Galilee, and 

where were they? Josephus, a Jewish historian in the 

first century, noted that there were over two hundred 

villages in Galilee in Jesus’ day, yet we have no 

biblical record of where the churches assembled in 

Galilee. How interesting that we can identify several 

of “the churches of Asia” in the first century, but 

cannot do the same with the churches of Galilee.  

 And what about the number of members in those 

local churches in Galilee? The Bible is silent on that 

topic. What were the names of the members in 

Galilee? We know some of the names of saints in 

Corinth, Rome, Thessalonica, Philippi, and Rome, but 

can only speculate about who were the members in 

Galilee. At what point did they appoint elders in those 

Galilean congregations? Again, we just do not know. 

 As we consider all of those unknown elements of 

those early congregations in Galilee, let us remember 

these two truths. First, the Lord knows His own and 

He has their name in His book of life (Philippians 

4:3). Second, while we do read a couple of times  

about the number of members in the church in 

Jerusalem (Acts 2:41; 4:4), faithful service to the 

Master is a whole lot more important than counting 

how many folks are present in an assembly or have 

their names on a local church’s membership list. 

 We are grateful for the five “knowns” about the 

churches of Galilee which we can observe in Acts 

9:31. First, they had peace/rest. A congregation is 

truly blessed when it is at peace with the Lord, the 

civil authorities provide an environment in which 

members are able to “lead a quiet and peaceable life” 

(1 Timothy 2:2), and the members are at peace among 

themselves (1 Thessalonians 5:13).  

 Second, the congregations in Galilee were edified. 

That simply means that they were strengthened/built 

up spiritually. Christians are told to edify one another 

(1 Thessalonians 5:11), and we are built up by the 

word of the living God (Acts 20:32). When a church is 

not being edified, it is not growing and not reaching 

its potential in serving and glorifying the Lord God.  

 We also are informed that churches in Galilee 

walked “in the fear of the Lord.” That is a healthy 

thing to do, as it is written, “. . . let us have grace, by 

which we may serve God acceptably with reverence 

and godly fear” (Hebrews 12:28).   

 Fourth, the churches of Galilee walked in the 

comfort of the Holy Spirit. The God of comfort wants 

His faithful servants to be comforted. The Holy Spirit 

comforted saints by the truth which He revealed (1 

Thessalonians 4:18), and it would have been 

comforting to the first-century disciples to see the 

gifts that the Holy Spirit provided for the confirmation 

of the gospel (Hebrews 2:3,4) and for the church’s 

edification (1 Corinthians 12:7-11). 

 Finally, the Galilean congregations “were 

multiplied.” How exciting! It is a thrill to observe 

when Christians sow the seed and the Lord gives the 

increase (1 Corinthians 3:6), and it is uplifting to see 

brethren establish new congregations in areas where 

none existed previously. May we have a heart that 

wants to learn from our brethren who lived in Galilee. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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